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ON THE STUDY OF MASONIC ANTIQUITIES. | 


BY BRO. THOMAS PRYER. 





CHAPTER III. 

INTRINSIC 
MASONRY — ITS 
CIENT MYSTE 
THE SYSTEM. 


SPIRITUAL ORIGIN—THE AN- 
RIES — THEIR CONNECTION WITH 


In the previous Chapter I have endeavored to shew 











of true religion without interference with the tenets, 
doctrines, or prejudices of any particular religious 


; sect—to promote the practice of virtue and encour- 


EVIDENCE OF THE ANTIQUITY OF FREE- y 


age all intellectual investigations, and particularly 
to impress the stamp of morality and religion 
upon every department of science—so that each 


‘ scientific truth may not only be rendered available 


AA 
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the Masonic student, that as a preliminary step in his ¢ 


researches, he must take a most comprehensive view 
of the term ‘* Freemasonry,” in order that he may 
be directed into a proper course of study, and his in- 
vestigation pursued to a full elucidation of a subject 
so deeply interesting. This is indeed most essential, 
and I trust that in the former observations I have 
rendered myself sufficiently intelligible. The sub- 
ject is one of a somewhat complicated nature, much 
comparison and reflection are necessary, and the 
study must be pursued in a true spirit of Masonic 
perseverance. 

On a further consideration of the subject, the view 
previously taken appears to be supported by the zz- 
trinsic evidence which is afforded by the zuternal 
structure of our institution. It must be clearly 
apparent from its very nature that it is not a system 


, 


for human purposes, but made to furnish additional 
proof of the wisboM, POWER, and GooDNEss of the 
Great CREATOR. 


Now, if we minutely consider the means by which 


’ these ends are sought to be accomplished, I think it 


- will be readily” admitted that it would be scarcely 


of modern origin, and when we regard the various ‘ 


objects which it embraces, it is equally manifest that 
no new Institution could possibly be substituted, suf- 
ficiently comprehensive to embrace with distinctness 
all the manifold purposes. Let us here pause for a 
moment to consider these purposes still further. 
What are they ? To promote the feelings of univer- 
sal brotherhood and impress the doctrines of human 
equality and mutual dependency, without interfering 
with any of those social or political distinctions which 
are essential to the stability and well-being of society 
—to lead to the true knowledge of the Great Archi- 
tect of the Universe—to teach a reverence for his 
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possible at the present day to establish an Institution 
having so wide and luminous a range. 

The world has witnessed at various periods many 
societies instituted for particular purposes, bearing 
externally some resemblance to our Fraternity. But 
what was their purposes ? The maintenance of some 
political principle—the propagation of some peculiar 
tenet——or probably the diffusion of irreligion or er- 
ror. 

And where are those societies now ? Wanting the 
the true quickening spirit and bond of union posses- 
sed by our Order, they have vanished from existence 
whilst our Fraternity subsists in all its pristine purity, 
and is diffusing its beneficent influence throughout 
eyery portion of the habitable globe. It is quite 


‘ clear, then, that the system of Freemasonry could 
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not have been formed and perfected after the man- 
ner of ordinary societies (directed as they invariably 
are to one particular object,) and it further abundant- 
ly manifest that the speczfic means by which its pur- 
poses are accomplished must, from thetr very na- 
ture, have had an origin most remote. 

It is thus, then, I call in aid the intrinsic evi- 
dence which I think our Institution affords in corobo- 
ration of the views taken in the former Chapter ; and 
I am the more particularly anxious upon this point, 
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because, even to the Initiated Brother, the true pur- ° 


poses of our Order are not at first sight clear- 
ly perceptible. The beautiful spirit of Brotherhood 
is indeed at once felt and its influence immediately ac- 
knowledged, but the other great purposes to which I 


> have alluded are only gradually mp. A and can- 


not be fully appreciated without muc 
deep reflection. 

In tracing out this course it will be seen that a 
consideration of the various purposes and objects of 
Freemasonry, affords the most ample scope for the 
exercise of the highest powers of the intellect. The 
whole material Universe is brought within the range 
of Thought—all created beings, from the highest to 
the lowest, afford a constant theme for reflection, and 
shew the Glory of their maker—whilst the contem- 
plation of the moral virtues shed a mild and softened 
halo round the mind, which thus becomes truly im- 
pressed with the idea of the beautiful—an idea holy, 
and pure, and spiritual, which invests all created 
things with its own bright images—sces order, per- 
fection, and harmony, in every work of Nature— 
gives rise ta thoughts too eloquent for words, and 
wraps the soul in silent adoration. 


study and 


The speculations naturally lead us to the next step 
in our enquiries—namely, the true origin of Free- 
masonry. faving divined its purposes and become 
imbued with its spirit, we would naturally en- 
deavor to trace the source of that abiding principle, 
which for so many ages has refreshed the world, and 
is equally blended so mysteriously with all that is 
pure aad noble in the mind of man, and sublime and 
symmetrical in the works of nature. The learned 
Preston says,—‘‘ From the commencement of the 
world we may trace the foundation of Masonry.— 
Ever since symmetry began and harmony displayed 
her charms, our Order has had a being.”? = 'This is 
precisely the view at which we shall arrive, if the 
subject be considered in the manner previously poin- 
ted out. 


* When first the golden morn aloft 
Vith maiden breezes whixpering soft, 
Sprung fromthe East with rosy wing, 
‘bo kiss the beavenly first born Spring ; 
Jenovan then from hallowed earth 
(save Masoury immortal birth.” 
Masonic Oper. 


The true spirit of Masonry then, considered in its 
most exalted character, will thus be shewn to be an 
emanation from that Divine Essence whose attribute 
is, “* Love,” and from whence arose that order 
which is visible in the celestial spheres, and that 
harmony which every where pervades creation. No 
metaphysical speculations are necessary to support 
this*view, for, admitting Freemasonry in its highest 
character to be a part of the great and eternal sys- 
tem of UNIVERSAL CHARITY, it is apparent to our 
reason that the Love of God to his creatures must be 
coeval with the universe, and that the love of our 
brethren must have originated with the earliest neces- 
tities of society. 

In illustration of this part of the subject I use the 
argument in reference to universal charity, that the 
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love of God to his creatures from their creation is a 
fact apparent to our reason—but though so self-evi- 
dent, the operation of this beneficent influence is 
nevertheless one of those mysterious energies which 
our imperfect intelligence cannot fully. understand. 
The mysteries of space and eternity are in like man- 
ner veiled from our comprehension, and yet it is ‘ 
equally manifest even to our unaided reason, that 
space can have no limits, eternity no end. We 
know that the Great Architect of the Universe is both 
omnipotent and omnipresent, but yet these divine at- 
tributes are to our limited faculties dark and incom- ; 
prehensible. The operations of that active, all-per- 
vading, and eternal power, which alike suspends » 
the stars in space, renews the seasons, and causes the 
blade of grass to grow, are equally hidden from our ; 
finite understanding. These are mysterious secrets, 
** which the eye of human reason cannot penetrate.’’ ° 
and into which we can only be initiated by passing ° 
through the valley of the shadow of death, when the 
genuine truths shall be revealed, and when, in the 


> sublime language of our Lecture, we may hope that ° 


eternity shall burst upon us in “full effulgence, and 
all the glories of absolute perfection encircle us for 
ever.”’ 

But to return more immediately to our subject— ° 
having thus considered the spiritual origin of Free- 
masonry, it may be as well to observe that its exal- 
ted characters should be constantly borne in mind 
whilst pursuing our subseaguent investigations, as a 
sure guide will thereby be afforded for tracing our 
way through devious and intricate paths—dim and 
obscure—and which without such light would be en- ° 
veloped in thick mists and impenetrable darkness. 

In the next stage of our researches the ancéent 
mysterzes will more particularly claim attention, and 
here again it is important we should clearly under- ; 
stand that Freemasonry is not a mere relic of the 
mysteries, but a renovation of that system of purity 
and truth upon which the mysteries themselves were 
originally founded. 
of Freemasonry, we find most unquestionably that 
the system was in some manner connected with the 
mysteries ; and, regarding it as we do, in a charac- 
ter so highly exalted, but which could not fail to be 
contaminated by such communion, this is a part of 


our subject which demands especial notice, and re- 


quires much patient investigation. The solutien of 
the question, however, serves to disipate inuch mis- 
apprehension, as the result of the inquiry clearly de- ; 
monstrates this important fact, that the mysteries 
in their origin were pure. 

Let us here shortly regard the 072 ginal intention 
of the mysteries. Their intention inthe first instance » 
wasto shadow forth a spiritual regeneration—to typi- 
fy a death unto sin and a new life unto righteousness. 
The forms at first were no doubt of a simple nature, 
consisting of a mere lustration, or the performance 
of some rite similar in nature to baptism; but, after 
the deluge, other forms were added in order to em- 


> brace various points which then became essential 


articles of religious belief. The general deluge is 
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particularly alluded to as impressing a peculiar form 
upon the mysteries, because it will be found that in 


all the forms which they subsequently assumed, an < 
allusion to this great event formed a prominent in- ° 


gredient in their ritual, and this leading fact, with 
other analogous circumstances which a patient inves- 


tigation will develope, tend clearly to show the com- ° 


mon Origin of these institutions, and prove to demon- 


stration that the peculiar mysteries of each nation of 


antiquity, however varied in their ordinary forms, 
emanated from the same primeval system and had 
but one common source. 
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This fact is the more ; 


clearly apparent from the circumstances, that the# 


nearer we can trace the mysteries to their source in 


« each nation, the purer we find them—more free from 


superstitious usages, and better adapted for manifest- 
ing the great purposes they were originally intended 
to einbrace. 

Il, therefore, 
must be admitted) that Freemasonry has a relation to 
the mysteries, it must be borne in mind that the re- 
lation was such only as the mysteries themselves as- 
sumed, when as their first institution, they were pure 
and undefiled. 


The mysteries were so far truly Masonic only 


‘ when they bore the impress of their original charac- 
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ter. Deviating from truth they became spurious and 
false. 

We must, however, endeavor to lead to the in- 
vestigation of this subject still more closely. Let us, 
therefore revert to the origin of the mysteries, or 
rather to their renovation afterthe deluge, and con- 
sider more fully the particular points to which, after 
that period, they were more especially directed.— 
But let it be borne in mind that it is intended here to 
speak generally—such general view of the subject 
is, however, necessary to enable us to comprehend 
clearly its full meaning and bearing—what then 
were the objects of the mysteries 2? To impress 
certain moral and religious truths forcibly upon the 
mind—-to impart a knowledge of the practical scien- 


> 


we find (and to a certant extent it ° 
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it will be found that certain peculiar and striking ; 
rites and ceremonies were adopted, which may be 
generalized under the description of due preparation, 
both mentally and bodily—confinement within an 
ark or postos—processions having astronomical re- 
ference— an emblematical wandering in darkness, 
and the revelation of light or knowledge—a figura- 
tive resurrection from the grave—the final reception 
into a select assembly—and the investiture with a 
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~ 


white garment, as an emblem of a renewed life of » 


purity and innocence. The particular end in view 
being to purify the mind, teach a knowledge of sub- ; 
lime “things, and impart personal holiness. 

Now, if we attentively consider these objects | 
and the means by which they were obtained, and | 
compare them with the principles inculeated, and the 
peculiar forms adopted in Freemasonry, the initiated 
Brother who has been exalted to the Royal Arch de- 
gree, will clearly perceive the nature of the relation 
subsisting between Freemasonry and the mysteries, 
and will at once see that our institution is not a bare 
continuation of those mysteries as they appeared at | 
their supression, but rather an illustration of that ; 
superior and comprehensive scheme of primitive pu- 
rity, which the mysteries were originally intended to | 
perpetuate. 

The true source from whence the mysteries were 
derived—having been thus ascertained—and the re- 
lation which they bore to our system correctly mani- 
fested, it will next be necessary to trace their gradual 
declension. We shall here see how the restraints 
imposed by a pure system were gradually superse- 
ded by ceremonies of human invention, and find that 
the mysteries in every instance degenerated into su- 
perstitution and error. 


It will throw further light upon the subject, if we 


? examine somewhat more minutely the principal cau- 


ces—to perp-tuate the rememberance of those great ° 


events which interested the whole human race, par- | 


ticularly the destruction of the world by water and 
the preservation of Noah and his family in the ark-— 
to teach resurrection from the dead and the immor- 
tality of the soul——the nature, perfection, and attri- 
butes of the Most High——the declension of the human 
species from a higher state, and the necessity of me- 


; diatorial atonement—the recognition of ‘the triune 


principle—and the conservation of a sacred name or 
word which was deemed ineffable. Such were 
amongst the essential objects of the mysteries——the 
knowledge of these facts was imprinted on the mind 
by expressive symbols, and sublime truth taught 
through the medium of allegory. The instruction to 
be gained was imparted gradually, and the noviciate, 
for obvious reasons, was solemnly bound to secresy. 

Having thus explained the objects, let us next re- 


gard the machinery of the mysteries and consider 


the mode by which the knowledge adverted to was 
In tracing this part of the subject, 


communicated. 


ses of their decline. Being, as they unquestionably 
became, the depositories of all human knowledge, 
and containing all the elements of government and 
power—the mysteries were gradually profaned for 
selfish purposes—their original purity was sullied i 
almost imperceptible degrees—fable was substituted 
for truth, and idolatrous practices superceded the true 
worship. The first departure from original purity - 
was in deviating in spiritual matters, and rendering 
i-stitutions intended for the benefit of the human race, 
subservient to the mere purposrs of human ambition, 
agrandisement, and dominion. Keys of knowledge 
and depositories of power, the mysteries acquired so 
great a celebrity, as to wield for centuries the des- 
tinies of the world—their influence was so great, as 
to hold the masses in awe, whilst the most powerfil 
monarchs trembled beneath their sway. But this 
very power so unduly exercised, so different in spirit 
from the simplicity of the original institution, con- 
tained in itself the elements of decay. And thus the ; 
mysteries eventually were banished from the earth ; 
but let us remember whilst tracing this result, that in 
all human institutions we can plainly perceive the 
tendency to corruption: constant reformation is 
necessary in order to preserve their pristine purity, 
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nal intention. ‘This is one of the inscrutable laws of 
nature, and every institution, unless purified and re- 
fermed from time to time, will unquestionably become 
gorrupt and eventually ‘all. Passing over merely 
political topics, the history of the Christian Church 
alone affords abundant evidence of that tendency to 
decay, particularly when an institution pure and 
simple in its origin becomes perverted to purposes 
foreign to its original institution. 


elements of corruption. Accordingly we find them 
them gradually degenerated. Idolatry superseded 
the primitive forms of worship, and sanguinary rites 
usurped the place of solemn ceremonies. 

Having investigated the causes of that decline, 
we must next follow the mysteries through the dif- 
ferent nations of antiquity, and, when perverted from 
their original purity, trace those mutations in their 
application, which is indicated by the fate of empires. 
It will also be interesting to remark the various phases 
they presented when influenced by the national pecu- 
liarities of different people. We shall see the bright 
and poetical forms they assumed amongst the lively 
and imaginative Greeks, and their sombre character 
whilst assimilated to the gloomy creed of the Scan- 
; dinavians. ‘Thus, through various changes, we shall 
be enabled to trace the progress of the mysteries, and 
mark the powerful influence they exercised over the 
destinies of the world, until the rising of the Star in 
the East dispelled the mists of superstition, silenced 
the voice of the oracles, and restored the degraded 
system to its prisfine lustre. 
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** Behold how good and how pleasant it is for 
brethren to dwell together in unity.” 
the 


‘hese words fall with great force and beauty upon 

delighted ear of the applicant for the mysteries of 
Masonry, as he crosses the threshold of the Lodge. 
Full of promise they enkindle his hope, and gladden 
> his heart by the assurance which they give, that he 
s indeed surrounded by a band of brothers. Eve ry 
> lecture which he hears, and every transaction whic h 
2 he witnesses within the lodge, serve to convince him 
of the excellence of the Institution. He is soon con- 
vinced that the clustering virtues form the basis upon 
* which the fair structure rests ; that it was conceived 
‘ in the utmost purity of thought, organized in the 
wisest manner, and has for its object the 
¢ amelioration of the social condition of man ; that its 
great purpose is to lessen his evils, to double his joy, 
* “to raise the genius and to mend the heart.” = 
; sees every where inscribed, in letters of living lig! 
the words “‘ Faith, Hope and Charity,” and is ha 
; that if these principles are deeply implanted in the 
; heart, they will lead to the practice of all the virtues. 
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: That a due attention to the precepts which they incul- 
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It was thus with the mysteries—power abused, and 
a perversion to superstitious usages became the chief 5 


cate will induce the ¢7we mason to the discharge of © 
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’ the various duties ‘which he owes to his Creator, and 
to his fellow man. Among these duties may be clas- 
sed “‘ Brotherly love, Relief and Truth,” and of them, 
the first bears the same relation to the others, that 
Charity does to Faith and Hope. It is the first in 
place and by far the greatest in importance. It is 
indispensable to the performance of the other relative 
duties, for if we have not brotherly love, we lack the 
great and only incentive to deeds of true charity. 
All acts of relief not induced by this principle, are 


LLL Ko 4 


AMERICAN MASONIC REGISTER. 


PPPLPLAL LLLP LLL LLL PPPS 


NN 


prompted by feelings of vanity and ostentation, and ° 


reflect no credit upon the persons by whom they are 
verformed. If we have not brotherly love, we can- 

ot exercise the principles of Truth so forcibly en- 
joined upon us, for we act contrary to our professions, 
and falsify the solemn promise we have made to each 
other. 

If we possess it not we are guilty inthe sight of God 
and man ef making vows which we have not kept, 
and our whole life is but a continued scene of hypoc- 
risy. And yet men of high standing in our lodges, 


men of the loftiest intellect, and the highest sense of 


honor, do not scruple at conduct which renders them 
amenable to thts charge. Can such things be and 
not affect us with shame and mortification. No duty 
is more frequently and earnestly inculcated upon the 
mason, than that of brotherly love. It is interwoven 
with every rite, forms the burden of every lecture, 
and to its discharge he is bound by 
ties. Superadded to all this, we have the divine 
command *‘ love one another’? Love to our fellow 
man is said to be the fulfilment of the law, and is 
constituted the infaitible test of salvation: ‘‘ we know 
that we have passed from death unto life because we 
love the brethren.’? How important then in every 
sense that we should practice this great duty, and 
obey this august command. 
to us as masons that we should do so. 

behest is to us as well as to the rest of 


the most solemn 


The 


mankind ; 


How doubly important 
high ¢ 


and in addition to this it is a fundamental part of 


our creed, it forms the very groundwork upon which 
our institution rests for its support We avow to the 
world that it is the great characteiistic of our order, 
which more than any thing besides, in fact more than 
all things else, distinguishes us from our fellow beings 
and makes us a peculiar people. We profess to be 
a society of “ friends and brothers.”” We say that 
although our kindness and benevolence are not re- 
stricted to the walls of the locge, or confined to the 
circle of the brotherhood, but are co-extensive with 
the human race, and should be exercised wherever 
want or suffering may be found, yet that we should 
be particularly careful to extend them to the fra- 
ternity. One charge is, ‘‘do good unto all men, but 
remember it more especially to the household of the 
faithful.’ We greet each 


term ‘* brother,”’ and in all that we say, seek to con 


~~~ 


other by the endearing * 


vince the world that harmony presides over all our > 


councils, and that ‘‘ peace is in all our borders.” 
We are solicitous to impress our fellow men with this 
belief, for we know full well that it is the only cer- 
tain means of recommending our beloved 
to their esteem and favor. k 
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But does 0 our conduct ‘squar e with our profession ? 
alas for the order! a mournful negative is the only 
true auswer which can be given to this question. 
With shame must we confess that our practice has 
fallen far short of our professions. We know that 
we have “ fallen from our high estate’? and that our < 
conduct in this regard has furnished the enemies of $ 
masonry with more and stronger arguments against : 
it than could be found in a combiuation of any and 
all grounds of objection. With suicidal hands we 3 
have furnished our adversaries with the weapon which 
can be used with more effect than all others for the 
destruction of our own dearly cherished institutton., 
Like the stricken bird, masonry (or rather its votaries) 
has helped to prepare the means of its own destruc- 
tion. 


APAPALILIIIS 


“ With its own feather plumed the fatal dart 
And winged the shaft that quivered in its heart.’’ 


It is not contended or believed that masons as a 
distinct body, or that any considerable number of the 
fraternity, indulge in violent outbreaks, or engage in 
personal encounter with each other. 3ut on the 
contrary it is well known that the tie which unites 
masons to one another, has ever been of sufficient 
force to prevent such conduct. It is true that there 
are exceptions to this rule, but as exceptions they 
only go to prove the rule, and for the credit of the 
Order be it said, that such instances are exceedingly 
few in number. But that of which the friends of 
masonry have the most cause to complain is the ab- 
sence of cordiality and good feeling ainong its mem- 
bers. That our hearts no longer glow with that ar- 
dent fraternal affection which warmed them when we 
first became one of the ‘* sons of lieht’’—that we too 
often evince by our conduct a feeling of coldness, and 
not unfequently of aversion towards one another—that 
instead of the kindly tone and the friendly and fa- 
miliar manner which should characterise the social 
intercourse of masons; we are too much accustomed 

to indulge in harsh and unpleasant language.  Our# 
brother’s foibles are viewed by us as serious offences, 

and we magnify his indiscretions into crimes. If he 

wanders from what we conceive to be the right path, 

instead of recalling him by the gentle tones of kind- 

ness, we launch against him words of 
denunciation. 


reproach and 
If his conduct is in any particular 
opposed to our notions of propriety, no matter how 
peculiar they may be, no terms of scorn and condem- 
nation are too strong to suit our taste. 
be wrong in any body, 
ionable in masons. It 


This would 
but it is particularly object- 
shows that we have not Chari- 
ty enough to believe that our brother’s motives may 
be good, although we approve not of his conduct, and 
that he may be conscientious in the use of the means 
which he employs to attain the object which he has 
in view. If we had thus much Charity and would but 
recollect that it is the ztentzon which constitutes the 
offence, we would be less unforgiving of each other. 
The mason is the last man in the world who should 
sport with the feelings, or contribute to tear to pieces 
and prey upon the character of his brother. And 
we may rest assured that there is nothing which can 
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dene us in an amaniehie light before‘ our + lac 
and our fellow citizens at large, than the practice 
which has become but too frequent of applying odious 
epithets, and the language of denunciation to our 
brother masons. And again, if we have the slightest 
misunderstanding with a brother, or objection to any 
proceeding of the Lodge, we straitway manifest our 
bad temper, by ceasing to have intercourse with the 
brother in the one case, and by withdrawing from 
the lodge in the other. 

All this is eminently wrong. It ‘shows that we 
have lost our “ first love;” it proves that we have 
wandered so far from the proper path, as to be no 
longer able to see the ancient landmarks of the Order. 
Nothing argues more strongly, or proves more con- 
clusively the great declension of masouic principles 
than the utter want of brotherly love. 

It behooves every one who has the well being of 
the fraternity at heart, to contribute all in his pow- 
er to remove the cause which has induced the down- 
ward tendency of our time honored institution. The 
Masters of lodges should be scrupuously exact in the 
discharge of their duties, and ought on all occasions 
to impress upon those over whom they preside, the 
indispensable necessity of attending to this great duty 
of brotherly love. From their high stations they 
should teach it by example as well as by precept.— 
The members ought to be punctual in their attend- 
ance upon the meetings of the lodge, and should go 
to them determined to ‘ love one another.” As they 
approach the sacred precincts of the lodge, they 
should divest themselves of unkindness, ill feeling 
and uncharitableness towards all mankind, but more 
particularly towards their brethren. They should 
give the most undivided attention to the lectures, 
charges and admonitions of the master. Around the 
altar they should renew their vows of brotherly love, 
relief and truth, and dertermine to re-unite and make 
bright by constant use the ‘silver cord”? of fra- 


ternal affection, intended to join them together as a‘ 


great family of brothers. When they leave the 
Lodge they should treasure in their minds the advice 
to which they have listened, and not forget that they 
have a vow registered m heaven. They should set 
a guard over their temper, and remember that until 
they learn to ‘‘ subdue their passions ” they need not 
hope to “improve themselves in masonry.” If they 
see anything wrong in the conduct of their brother, 
they should advise and counsel him in all kindness, 
and try by argument and persuasion to produce a 
reformation. If they have differences one with the 
other, and unfortunately they will arise, let them call 
to their aid discreet brethren or neighbors who may 
settle their disputes, and save them from strife and 
litigation. Above all things and before all things, 
let them not indulge in evil speaking, or use the 
language of abuse and denunciation towards each 
other. It is unseemly in any person, far more so in 
a mason, and never produces good results. Let them 
bear and forbear with each other. If they see any 
thing not radically wrong in the proceedings of their 
lodge, of which their judgments do not approve, they 
should forego their own views, and submit with de- 
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ference to the action of a abiding of their sien. 

If a proper course of conduct, of which this sketch 
is but a faint outline, should be pursued by our lodges 
we should soon witness a most beneficial change.— 
The tide which has set in against our Ancient Order 
would be rolled back, and the clouds which have ob- 
scured its horizon, would be dissipated like a snow 
wreath in the ray of melting summer. _ Its friends 
would have great cause to rejoice, and its votaries 
might exclaim, behold ! how we love one another, 
our angry passions have been subdued, there is-no 
strife in all our ranks, and with us there is no con- 
tention, ‘‘except that noble contention, or rather 


emulation, of who can best work and best agree. 
HARMONY. 
Marianna, Florida, Sth Aug. 1846, 


GRAND LODGE OF INDIANA. 

This Grand Body commenced its annual commu- 
nication, at Masonic Hall, in the city of Indianapolis, 
on Monday the 25th of May last. 

The M. W.G. Master, IsAac BARTLETT, Esq., 
opened the communication with the following Ad- 
dress : 

Brethren of the Grand Lodge: 


Once more we are permitted by the 
Architect of the to assemble in annual 
Convention. And it becomes us, Brethren, with de- 
vout gratitude, to acknowledge the goodness of that 
Being whose all seeing eye is ever upon us, in per- 
mitting us to meet on this occasion. Let concord 
and peace reign over us during our convention ; let 
our aim be, the promotion and honor, and the sup- 
port of our venerable and most worthy Institution ; 
su that when we shall have closed this annual Com- 
munication, it may with truth be said, that our com- 
ming together, has not been unprofitable. 

In laying before you, such matters as may be 
worthy of your attention, and necessary for your ac- 


Supreme 
Universe, 


; tion, I must premise that your patience will be re- 
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quired and your judgment invoked, with that earnest 
devotion which the importance of those subjects may 
seem to require. 

I have the satisfaction to state that since the last 
annual communication, Masonry appears to have re- 
vived in some parts of our State, in which for years 
it has been apparently dormant. Anxiety appears 
to exist with many to unite themselves as brothers 
among us. 

1 feel it to be a duty to caution the Brethren to be 
strict as to whom they admit among them, 4or if their 
characters cannot bear the severest test of Masonic 
scrutiny, they should be rejected as unworthy of our 
fellowship. Let not any one, who has not all the 
qualifications required by our Constitutions and regu- 
lations, be admitied : see that they are perfect men 
in body and mind ; of industrious, temperate habits, 
desirous of knowledge, above all, good moral 
character ; obedient to the laws of the land they in- 
habit and of the : 

In the mode of conducting the labors of many 
Lodges, it is gratifying to observe the manifest im- 


God we adore. 
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" provement within ‘the. past year; while i in others, it 
is equally a matter of regret to be compelled to say, 
that this important subject is not only managed ir- 
regularly, but in some cases, directly contrary to 
the well known charges and regulations of our order. 
As an example, candidates have been proposed at a 
regular meeting of the Lodges, and have been ac- 
cepted and initiated, and within two weeks received 
the degrees of Fellow Craft and Master Mason.— 
This is entirely irregular, and contrary to the spirit . 


$ 


and laws of our Institution, and -must not be per- ; 


mitted. 

The officers of such Lodges, and the Lodges 
themselves should be held amenable to the Grand 
Lodge, for such gross violation of duty. 

In connection with this irregularity, another of 
great importance requires your attention. It has 
been by no means uncommon, notwithstanding the 
decision of this body, declaring it to be irregular, 
for a Lodge to confer at the same time two of the 
three, and in some instances, the three degrees of 
ancient Masonry. Such irregular proceedings, with 
others that I feel it my duty to call your attention to, 
have greatly contributed to the downfall of Lodges 
that were in a prosperous Condition in our jurisdic- 
tion. 

Among the most prominent of these irregularities, 
I mention the following: 

First—In receiving petitions for initiation, and 
after referring them to committees, suffering them to 
be withdrawn. 

Second—tIn hurrying the applicants from one de- 
gree to another, during one month, by adjourned 
meetings. No higher degree in Masonry should be 
conferred at a less interval than one month from the 
candidate’s receiving a previous degree ; nor until 
he shall have passed an examination in open Lodge 
in that degree. 

Third—lin suspending by-laws to suit certain ca- 
ses. We have heard the practice contended for, but 


‘never knew it to be admitted in any Masonic Lodge. 


The ancient constitutions are certainly against the 
usage. 

Fourth—In making cases for emergency for 
selfish accommodation, in many cases if not in all. 

Fifth—€xpelling members illegally. Here I 
will call your attention to some remarks by the Gr. 
Secretary, of the Grand Lodge of South Carolina, 
whose intelligence as a Mason is of the highest ‘ 
order,— 

Ist. Expulsion from a Lodge deprives the party 
expelled, of all the rights and privileges he ever en- 


joyed, not only asa member of the particular Lodge 


from which he has been rejected, but also of those 
which were inherent in him as a member of the fra- 
ternity at large. He is at once as completely dives- 
ted of his Masonic character as though he had never ; 
béen admitted, so far as regards his rights, while his ; 
duties and obligations remain as firm as ever ; it 5 
being impossible for any human power to cancel 
them. _ He can no longer demand the aid of his breth- 
ren when in distress, nor demand from them the per- 
formance of any duty to which he was formerly en- 
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» titled, nor visit any kate nor unite in any of the 
; public or private ceremonies of the Order. He is 
‘ considered as being without the pale, and it would be 
‘ criminal in any brother, 
- hold communication with him on Masonic subjects. 


2d. The only proper tribunal to impose this severe ° 
A subordinate Lodge 


‘ punishment isa Grand Lodge. 
‘ tries its delinquent member, and, if guilty declares 
him expelled. But the sentence is of no force until 
the Grand Lodge under whose jurisdiction it is work- 
‘ ing, has confirmed it. And it is optional with the 
Grand Lodge to do so; or, as is frequently done, to 


, reverse the decision, and re-instate the brother.— : 


Some of the Lodges in this country claim the right 

‘ to expel independently of the action of the Grand 

‘ Lodge, but the claim is not valid. The very fact 
that an expulsion is a penalty affecting the general 
relations of the punished party with the whole fra- 
ternity, proves that its exercise never could, with 
propriety, be entrusted to a body so circumscribed 
in its authority as a subordinate Lodge. Besides, 
the general practice of the Fraternity is against it.— 
The majority of the Grand Lodges in this country 
have expressly reserved the confirming power. The 
English constitution vests the power to expel exclu- 
sively in the Grand Lodge. The subordinate Lodge 
first suspends, and then the Grand Lodge, on a re- 
view of the case, if it think proper, decrees expul- 
sion. 


Immoral conduct, such as would subject a candi- 
» date for admission or rejection, should be the only 


; offence visited with expulsion. 

But it is too much the custom of Lodges in this 
country to extend this remedy to cases neither de- 
serving nor requiring its application. I allude par- 

ticularly to expulsion for non-payment of Lodge 
dues. 

Hence the non-payment of arrears is only a vio- 
lation of a special and voluntary ubligation to a par- 
ticular Lodge, and not of any general duty to the 
fraternity at large. The punishment, therefore in- 
flicted, should be one effecting the relations of the 
delinquent with the particular Lodge whose by-laws 

‘ he has infringed, and not a general one affecting his 
, yelations with the whole Craft. But expulsion has this 
; latter effect, and is therefore inconsistent and unjust. 
And it is a punishment too often inflicted upon 
poverty; it is unkind and uncharitable. A Lodge 
might, in this case, forfeit or suspend the member- 
ship of the defaulter in his own Lodge, but such sus- 
pension should not affect his right of visiting other 
Lodges, nor of any of the other privileges inherent in 
him as a Mason. ‘Thisis the practice pursued by the 
Grand Lodge of Massachusetts, one of the most en- 
lightened Masonic Bodies in the Union. _ It is also 
the regulation of the Grand Lodge of England, from 


indirectly, their existence ; it is consonant with the 
ancient usages of the Fraternity ; and finally. it 


ishment, namely, reform and the prevention of crime, 


and ought to be adopted by every Grand Lodge asa 
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aware of his expulsion to | 


> charters direct that the election for the officers of 


which most of our Grand Lodges derive, directly or | 


would produce all the good effects required by pun- ° 
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> part of its Constitution.”? I have extended these re- 
marks so that the Brethren will see the errors that 
Lodges have fallen into in this Jurisdiction. Instan- 
ces can he shown where Lodges have Expelled and 
published brethren to the world without trial. 

At the annual Communication in 1842, the subor- 
dinate Lodges were, especially directed, to require 
the fees for conferring the degrees, to be invariably 
paid in advance, as provided in our Constitution, and 
the taking of promisory notes, for fees and dues was 
illegal and unmasonic, yetsorry I am to inform you 
that the practice has been continued. Again, all our 


the Lodges, shall be held semi-annually, yet some 
Lodges have by-laws, which make their Election 
annually, and others as a majority of the members 
shall thing proper. This appears to be the result of 
ignorance, which exists among the Brethren in re- 
lation to the ancient customs and regulations, as well 
as the regulations of the Grand Lodge, and shows in 


nannnnannnnnnnenteorntnrnnnnrnroreero roca 


strong colors the necessity of our annual Communi- : 


vations being often read in the subordinate Lodges, 
for the information of the members. 


2 
There are many other causes to which this lamen- ; 


table state of affairs may be attributed. From lack 
of decision in the presiding officers of some of our 
Lodges, these abuses have been suffered to creep in, 
and in others, indolent or careless habits have been 


so long indulged, that they seem no longer possessed | 


of the ability to reform. And it should be the pro- 
vince and duty of wll the brethren who are cognisant 
of such errors, to report the same to the Grand Offi- 
cers, that proper action might be had on the matter. 

Every Lodge knowingly offending, should receive 
from the proper authority a suitable rebuke at least, 
if not lose its charter 

However reluctant I may feel in pointing out 
these errors to you, yet, a proper sense of duty, as 
well as a due regard for the interest committed to 
my trust, will not allow me to pass them by. I hope 
the Grand Lodge will provide a remedy. 

And I recommend that the Grand Lodge appoint 
a Grand Lecturer, and endow him with a salary for 


one year, sufficient to enable him to visit every lodge : 


in the State, during the year, and I have no doubt, 
but the Lodges would contribute liberally to sustain 
him, and if the plan be adopted, no one but an indi- 
vidual known for his moral worth, and sound Mason- 
ic intelligence should be selected for the important 
station. ‘The Grand Lecturer in his labors would be 
able to detect the irregularities thatexist, and collect 
a mass of facts, and report them to the Grand Lodge, 
which would no doubt be interesting to the F'rater- 
nity. 

I am clearly of opinion, that in many respects our 
Constitution is defective, and in some points radically 
so. It is entirely too brief in all its provisions.— 
The Books of ancient Constitutions in this country 
are few and difficult to obtain, and without more 
light being communicated than is contained in our 
Constitution and By-Laws, it will be impossible for 
Lodges composed of young and inexperienced offi- 
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cers and members, to obtain the necessary informa- 
tion for the proper and intelligent discharge of their 
duty. 

In view of the whole subject, I would respectfully 
recommend to the Grand Lodge to revise its Con- 
stitution and By-Laws, and so enlarge the Constitu- 
tion as to embrace all that is, properly denominated 
“Ancient Constitutions.” 

Should the suggestion meet with the approbation 
of the Grand Lodge, and a full and complete Con- 
stitution be adopted and published, it would, in the 
cheapest possible form, furnish all necessary infor- 
mation to our subordinate Lodges, as well as the 
Fraternity at large. 

A practice has obtained among many Lodges in 
different parts of the country, of admitting temporary 
residents to the order ; and that, too, without inquiry 
into the character and standing of the applicants, fur- 
ther than they happen to be known at the places of 
such temporary residence. The practice is excee- 
dingly reprehensible, and should be discontinued. I 
would recommend that you pass an order, forbidding 
the practice in all the Lodges under the jurisdiction ; 
and, at the same time, that you invite the co-opera- 
tion of our Sister Grand Lodges in the measure. 

The subject of organizing a General Grand Lodge 
has often been agitated, arid heretofore met with but 
little favor, and it is well known there are those who 
think such a measure unnecessary and inexpedient, 
yet it is equally well known that many distinguished 
Masons, favor the scheme and would be glad to see 
it perfected. The remarks of the M. W. Augustus 
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Peabody, P. G. M. Grand Lodge of Mass., are wor- § 


thy of your notice, and are full of information for 
those who oppose the scheme. The M. ‘W. Grand 
Master of Maryland, also discusses the same subject 
in a very able and satisfactory manner. The Lodge 
of Maryland has adopted resolutions conforming to 
the suggestions of the Grand Master, and requesting 
those Grand Lodges that agree, to meet in convention 
for that purpose in the city of Baltimore, in Septem- 
ber 1847. 

Tam in favor of establishing a General Gr. Lodge 
for the purpose of protecting the ancient Landmarks 
and usages of the Order, and of settling all questions 
that may arise in reference thereto, in preference to 
any other tribunal that may be set up, whose acts 
may be broken at will. The difference in work and 
proceedings of all our Grand Lodges, call for such 
an institution. Practices are indulged in by some 
Grand Lodges, which are denounced by others, and 
the question naturally arises, who shall decide. 


Meeting, to appoint a committee on Foreign Com- 
munications, with a view to a more thorough exami- 
nation of the proceedings of our Sister Grand Lodges, 
than it has been found practicable to give them, du- 
ring’ the brief period of our annual meeting, from 
which we may look for an interesting report. 

I would also call the attention of the Gr. Lodge 
to three reports, made by Committees of the Grand 
Lodge of Mass. in May, 1844 on Masonic jurispru- 
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dence, conferring degrees in the Trestle Board; those 
commitiees were composed of Masons of the highest 
order of intelligence, which should be read by every 
Brother. 
and orphans. 

The fund for the purpose of establishing a Free 


I will now call your attention to widows 


Mason Orphan Asylum, calls loudly on the Brethren ° 


for their liberal aid, and without the action of those 


who really believe that charity is one of the chiefest ° 


of those virtues we profess to practice, it will lan- 
guish through the period of our brief life, and that 


noble purpose in which we had failed, be left asa ° 
legacy for succeeding and more zealous generations ; 


to accomplish; I still hope that the examples before 


us, set by many Sister Grand Lodges, will stimulate ° 


and arouse the Fraternity of this State to that ener- 


getic action necessary to enable the present generation 


to enjoy the honor and happiness of completing what 
they so well began. Let me earnestly plead with 
you Brethren, not to allow this matter to slumber— 


fix upon some plan by which its accomplishment 
> 


may be assured. Let not the orphan and the widow, 


helpless and worthy, appeal to us in vain. 


We > 


know not but it may be the lot of the dear relicts of } 


some of us, to be driven to the sad necessity of ma- 
king that appeal; would you wish them to appeal in 
vain? Reflect ; be resolved to act, promptly, liber- 
ally: exhaust the Treasury of the Lodge, it matters 
not. 
benevolent Masonic heart. Its discounts are cer- 
tain, if the drafts are accepted. There are several 


There is a Treasury which is alway full,—the 3 


interesting reports made by different Grand Lodges, ‘ 
on the plans for schools, for the orphans, which is 


full of interest to every Mason. 


In consequence of information communicated to 3 


me by the W. P. Master of Lawrenceburgh Lodge, 
No. 1, of the irregular and unconstitutional proceed- 


» ings of that Lodge, I felt it my duty to arrest their 


Charter and Book proceedings. On the 13th of March 
last, I addressed a letter to the D. G. M. ordering him 


> to arrest the Charter and Books of said Lodge, which 
2 was executed on the 25th. 


It was the pleasure of the Grand Lodge at its last | 
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The Charter, Books and papers in relation to the 


' whole subject will be laid before you marked No. 2. 


The reports of the Grand Secretary and Treasurer, ‘ 


with the report of the Committee on the purchase of 
a lot for the Grand Masonic Hall, and farm for Ma- 


sonic labor schools, I doubt not will be forthcoming : 


in due time. 


I would suggest to the Grand Lodge, the proprie- 


ty of deciding the number of miles for a day’s travel, 
for Delegates going and returning from the Meetings 


of the Grand Lodge; in some cases it has not here- 


tofore been equal. 


I would also recommend that the Grand Lodge, 


subscribe for a full set of the Masonic Magazine, to 


be kept in the Grand Lodge as Book of reference ; } 
; and I would be highly gratified if every lodge, in 


our jurisdiction, would enlist in its favor, for it is the 
best Masonic periodical published in this country, asa 
book of reference, and high Masonic intelligence, 
for if Brethren will read that work, they will discover 
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many important regulations highly important to the 
government of the fraternity. 

The official acts of your presiding officers during 
the past year, will be laid before you by the Secre- 
tary. 

Many subjects of interest and importance will 
doubtless spring up before us during this session. I 
implore you to consider them all with calmness, 
with temperance, with brotherly regard; and with 
charity let us fearlessly pursue the course which is 
clearly pointed out by truth, as the path of rectitude, 
and under no circumstances be seduced to travel on 
that of error or expediency. Let us each for himself 
implore wisdom from above to enlighten and direct 
us. I offer no apology for this address, for its re- 
commendations, its criticisms or censures : I have 


and the lights I enjoy, and have full confidence that 
you will do the same, and may all our acts tend to 
the welfare and honor of our venerable institution, 
and to the glory of the Supreme Architect of the 
Universe. 

The Grand Secretary reported, that since the last 
Annual Grand Communication, the M. W. G. Master 
had issued Dispensations to hold Lodges, at Eugene, 
in Hamilton county. Yorktown, in Tippecanoe co. 
Rushville, in Rush co. Laurel, in Franklin county. 
Mooreshill, in Dearborn county. New Trenton, in 
Franklin county. Greensburgh, in Decatur county. 
Terre Haute, in Vigo county. Danville, in Hend 
ricks county. All of which, are in successful ope:a- 
tion. 

Bro. Ferry, from the select committee appointed 
to make efforts in relation to procuring funds for the 
purpose of purchasing a farm, to be attached toa 
manual labor school, and to serve as a refuge for the 
widows and orphans, made the following report : 

Your committee think it expedient, because it can 
be accomplished. They think it policy, because it 
would be a monument of your benevolence, to be 
known and seen of all men. For we may subdue 
our passions, control our prejudices, and live as be- 
comes the devoted followersof our order, these being 
only passive virtues. Yet, much more is expected of 
us, and is to be accomplished, to secure the high title 
of a trusty Mason. We must superadd active good 
works ; something of a postive character. This is 
shown more especially in an enlarged, liberal and 
discreet charity, that great and shining virtue which 
adorns and elevates the character of man ; which 
teaches us to clothe the naked, to feed the hungry, 
to sympathize with the afflicted, and to minister to 
the wants of the destitute widow and orphan; to bind 
up the wounds of the broken heart, and never to per- 
mit the appeals of the worthy and necessitous to pass 
unheeded. It is the practice of this heavenly virtue 
which the tenets of Masonry inculcates upon all its 
members, and without which, he deceives himself 
who believes that he is one of us. We expect no 
wasteful, ostentatious dispensation of charity——not at 
all. In such a holy work we should be desirous, as 
we are taught, to be temperate in all things. Pomp 
and parade belong not to real charity. Quiet, unob- 
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trusive, nay secret relief, gives the true value and 
charm to the deed, and proves its disinterestedness. 
Let no vaunting boaster herald to the world the merit 
of the donor; listen, relieve, and be silent. 

Nor do our principles confine our charity to our 
own members, or their distressed families. They in- 
culcate a more liberal, enlarged and comprehensive 
charity in its breast; the whole human family. 

Here, we of Indiana, the committee are fearful, 
have been unfaithful to our duty, as Masons, in not 


doing ad/ of our duty in relieving the distressed, and 


to provide a home for the widow and the orphan. 

The Grand Lodge of Indiana was constituted in 
the year 1818, and there has been funds paid every 
year since; but what has been done with the 
charity fund for the widow and orphan? Nothing ! 
Then what practical good has ever been done by 
Masonry, in Indiana, by its grand charity fund? 
We fear the answer is, nothing. 

Then let us go forward in the good work, make 
the necessary provisions for substantial good, and we 
shall see Masonry flourish in our beloved State. Let 
us provide a home for the destitute, let us foster it 


under our care, and nourish it by our free offerings ‘ 


and contributions, until its revenue furnish means for 
the education of many of the destitute children of our 
brethren ; and hundreds, after we are dead, will rise 
up and call us blessed. 

In a few years, with proper care and cultivation, 
an establishment of this kind, like a grain of mustard 
seed, would become strong, and shelter many of the 
deserving of our beloved fraternity: And, under the 
genial care nd influence of our order, (for Masonry 
has an influence on her neighbors, and when they 
see our good works, they will be constrained to as- 
sist, and many, no doubt, will seek the opportunity, ) 
spring up and grow toa mighty tree, with a rapidity 
which will astonish and gratify its most devoted 
friends; and, with prudent management and a gene- 
rous continuation of our noble liberality, it may, at 
no remote period, extend its advantages and its bles- 
sings to every beloved part of our commonwealth ; 
and be found in every village and county, dispelling 
the gloom of darkness and of ignorance, and enl 
ten the minds of the poor and helpless children of 
many of the fraternity. How beautiful, how lovely, 
in the sight of God, and all good men, will such a 
blessed consummation be viewed. 

A small annual contributation from each member, 
say not over fifty cents, the payment of which sub- 
jects no one to inconvenience, will lay the foundation 
of much good. 

Those contributions must be with signal fidelity 
persevered in, till a sufficient sum to educate a num- 
ber of orphan children is collected. Thus volunta- 
rily and unsought for, returning,in a form most admi- 
rable, to the orphan child, what his father contributed 
towards the creation of this great fund. Can any 
picture be more lovely, than that presented by such 
a work of charity ? 

Brethren, the word is, onward! Be engaged in 
this good work, till we procure a competent farm, or 
a quantity of land, to make a home, of a few acres, 
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for every Masonic widow, and even sume of the in- 
digent of our brethren. 


Then, having done this, if the scoffer should en- ° 


quire what good has Masons done in Indiana, you 
may put them to silence, by pointing him to this 
home of the widow and the orphan, and he shall be 
constrained to acknowledge your good works. 


I would say to you, let no distracting spirit, no | 


visionary plans, destroy or peril this great work. 


Persevere in it, and cherish it, my brothers, as your ° 


noblest work. Nourish it by yet greater contribu- 
tions. Cling to it as the ark of your safety ; one of 
the bonds of our union ; and, as proof practical, 
open operative proof to all the world, of the sinceri- 
ty of our professions, and the value of our order. 


Your committee would recommend that the neces- ; 
sary committee be forthwith appointed, and agents, $ 
to make the trial, and, if possible, to ate’ into ope- ; 


ration this great and good work. 
Respectfully submitted. 


Officers were elected for the ensuing year : 
M. W. Johnson Watts, of Dearborn co., G. M. 
R.W.Caleb Schmidlap, Madison, Dep. G. M. 
James L. Hogin, Danville, Sr. G. W. 
Lewis Burke, Richmond, Jr.G. W. 
Anson Clarke, Logansport, Rev. G. Chaplain. 
John Taylor, Lafayette, G. Lecturer. 
Austin W. Morris, Indianapolis, G. Secretary. 
John Foster, Indianapolis, G. Treasurer. 
. Edward Barrel, Lafayette, Sr. G. D. 
Richard Sopris, Aurora, Jr. G. D. 
Samuel S. oneeie BpMenagetle, of & T. 


ove 
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KNIGHTS TEMPLAR. 


The following docament was copied by me froma part of a minute- | 


book which belonged to the “ Early Grand Encampment of Knights 


‘Templar of England,” and bearing an early date in the last century, ¢ 


’ be it unto us. 
both of which came into the posession of his late Royal Highness , 


also containing an impression of their Seal, evidently of aucient date, 


the Duke of Sussex, M. S.E. G. M. of K. ‘I’ of England. 
John | Purdy. 


A brief account of the most noble, sacred, and illus- ; 


trious order of the Knights Templar, translated 


from an authentic ancicnt manuscript found in : 
the year 1540, in a square oak box, under the { 


high altar of the Templars’ Charch in London, 
immediately after the suppression of the Knights 
of St. John of Jerusalem, by Henry VI., the 25th 
May, in the above mentioned year. 

I. C., St. C. 


The Knights of St. John were successors to the 
Templars after their expulsion by Edward II. in the 
year 1312, the time this manuscript is written and 


deposited. When found it was carefully conveyed to ; 


the hands of Jabob Ulric, St. Clair, of Roslyn, in 
Scotland, whose family had the honor of the heredi- 
tary Grand Mastership of that kingdom conferred on 
them,.and in which it continued uninterrupted for 
upwards of two centuries. William St. Clair of 
Roslyn, in the year 1736, gave it to his nephew, 
John St. Clair, M. D. of Old Castle, in the County 
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of Meath, then studying at Glasgow, from whom ‘and ¢ ‘ 


by whose assistance I took this copy in the year ; 


1784. It was written upon a piece of skin, resem- > 
bling our parchment, but much thicker; the letters, ° 
ancient Norman characters, found in the Doomsday ; 
Some had been gilt, but are } 
the whole seems to } 
have been done rather with a painting pencil than ; 
» any kind of pen ; their color mostly red, with some } 
‘ black. The entire would have been unintelligible ; 
to me, but for the assistance of the above mention- $ 
ed Dr. St. Clair, who during his stay at Leyden, } 
where he resided some years, and made the Celtic ‘ 


Book of William I. 
now black, and chipped off ; 


and ancient Norman languages his study for the bet- 


ter understanding several original papers preserved 
in the family library, brought from Roan, in Nor- ‘ 
mandy, by Jeffries St. Clair, soon after the Con- ; 


quest. 


man hath not seen, neither hath the heart conceived, 


¢ save only those who have seen the Golgotha, who } 
have tasted of thy bitter cup, even from the valley } 
‘ of death, think it meet to sit down and commit to the ° 
‘ earth as a sepulchre some things which may here- ‘ 
> after relight that sacred fire, which for some ages we ° 
foresee must be hid in the hearts of a chosen few, as } 
* in a grave wherein resteth bones and rottenness in ; 
’ wonder and contemplation. 
¢ those dry bones shall be clothed, and live, and arise 
even from the dust, and through a dreary pilgrimage ; 


arrive at thy Holy City, even the Holy of Holies ; so 


We have 


rocky road; take this heavy burden from us. 


cannot part us. O! spare a remnant some where to 


lay up the sacred rules of the servant Bernadine; nor ° 
cut us clean off, that thy soldiers fall not from thee } 
O grant } 
¢ these our last wishes here deposited on earth, may 

hereafter come to light,"and bring us who suffer this ; 
day to the knowledge of future and faithful brethren } 


for ever, and thy Temple here on earth. 


and champions of thy Cross. Amen, amen, amen.” 
Here follows an historical account of the Order, 


their rise, progress, and sufferings, signed by Hugo } 


de Pagimis, and Godfrey De St. Andemere, Grand 
Master, and one hundred and fifty-seven Knights. 
_As the most of the historical particulars of this 


This curious manuscript begins with the following ; 
: address to the Divine Being; it must certainly appear { 
During the Communication, the following Grand * an odd one to a common reader, but those who are : 

‘ honored with the sacred Order of the Temple will | 
° readily comprehend it:—‘‘ We, the trusty champions ° 
of the great Immanuel, in this our day of tribulation, : 
‘ having with reverance and holy fear renewed on this 
; Spot our awful and glorious ties and ceremonies, ; 
whereunto appertaineth such things as the eyes of 3 


Yet at thy good time ° 


We will bear thy cross—we have } 
> drank before thee—we have tasted of thy cup, Je- ; 
 hovah, the cup of thine own workmanship. 
looked with our eyes, with wonder and astonishment : 
; —-we have seen thy wonder of wonders, O Lord. } 
: Our Head remember us; shorten this our rough and } 
Simeon 
we think upon thee ; horror, awe, and silence. Oh % 
¢ quench not our glorious light, nor extinguish us as | 
» the evil flame that sold thee. 
soldiers; we all perished together as we lived. Death ¢ 


We die this day thy ¢ 
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ancient and noble Order have been largely treated of 
by several authors, I shall here only set down, in as 
brief a manner as possible, the mere heads of what 
this manuscript contains, and some annexed to it by 
Jacob Ulric St. Clair, to whom it was at first deliv- 
ered. 

This Order was originally founded by Pope Gala- 
sius V., A. D. 1110. It is evident from certain 
ceremonies forming part of the rules of Knights 


There were originally but nine Companions, and 
those of the first men then existing in Christendom. 


day to all but those initiated ; that which they com- 
monly bear ; namely, Templars—was given by 
Baldwin I. when he had subdued the Saracens. He 
appointed them a portion of land, and a house where 
the Temple of Jerusalem stood. 

There was a number of poor Knights whose office 
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° ried. 
‘ Philip’s for he suffered some.of the order to remain 


> of St. John. 


> pression of monasteries by Henry VIII., after which 


* it was to conduct pilgrims, at that time, safe through ° 


the Holy Land. The Council of Trent, A. D. 1127, 


crowned heads to this Order. In the year 1186, 
Saladin having taken Jerusalem, the Knights were 
dispersed over all Europe, where they founded large 
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- the only remaining branch of this famous order, ex- 
fully confirmed all the vast privileges, donations, ° 


honors, and lands, allowed by the several Popes and ; 
’ enjoy the secrets and mysteries of the Order, with all 


3 grandeur. 
seminaries, famous for learning, wealth, valor, pow- 3 


er, and an invincible love and adherance to each ‘ 


other. The Grand Master fixed his residence in the 
island of Cyprus. 
founded at that time, that which is now called the 


ficent. 
learning, was not destitute of this Order. New Dub- 
lin, where the Royal Hospital of Kilmainham now 
stands, was a most superb edifice of the Knights 


Henry VIII. 


It is evident from various circumstances of history, 
how great were the powers and privileges this Order 
possessed. In signing Magna Charta, that great bul- 


of the Templars in London, Brother Aylmeric, G. 
bishop, and Randolph, the Pope’s nuncio, before 


potent. During the civil broils and disturbances of 
those days, all the money, plate, and valuables of 
London and Westminster; were deposited with the 
Templars, as they considered the valor and probity 
of the Knights their greatest safeguard and security 
in those troublesome times. 

About the year 1309, Philip the Fair, of France, 
and Pope Clement V. plotted the destruction of the 
Order, fearing them as too powerful, and finding 
them contrary to their political views. Three years 
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Among the numerous houses | 


’ England.——‘‘ On the 3d of June, after the usual 
Temple, in London, and where this manuscript was ; 


found, was one of the most noblest and most magni- 3 
Ireland, at that time, the seat of piety and | 


Templar, which they inhabited until the reign of } 
> respondence. 


wark of English liberty, in “the reign of King John, } 
A.D. 1215, we find the name of the Grand Master ; 
> York of Friendship, of Berlin, replied, that any Bro. 
M. &c. &c., I. C. M., immediately after the Arch- ; 


any of the temporal lords, though ever so high and | 


‘ and fifty-seven principal Knights were burnt on this 
Templar, that Galasius was a Freemason, who in con- ,) extraordinary charge, because they would not re- 


junction with St. Barnard, formed those rites and ; veal their most hidden and sacred secrets. Nor did 


ceremonies whichconstitute the Order of Knighthood. { the fury of Philip and Clement rest here. They 
> threatened both temporal and eternal destruction to 


> all who should harbor the order; and prevailed on Ed- 
During the Crusade these numbers were considerably 


enlarged as well as their business. The title origi- ° 
nally given to this Order remains a secret to this : 


PLP LPL LPL PLL PP PLL LIL LPP PDL 


171 


OLLI 


after, viz. 1312, they succeeded so far as to condemn 
and abolish the order, in general Council held at 
Vienna, when Dauphin Philip treacherously seized on 
the Grand Master, who had been seduced from Cy- 
prus to France, and accused him and the order of the 
most unheard-of and ridiculous crimes: such as wor- 
shiping an ass’s head, trampling on the crucifix, and 
denying Christ. The Grand Master and one hundred 


ward II. of England, to put them to death, or banish 
them from his dominions. 


It was on this occasion this manuscript was bur- 
Edward’s prosecution was not so severe as 
in his dominions, but under another name—as Knights 

They held some lands and revenues until the sup- $ 
they were incorporated with the Knights of Malta, 


cept honorary members, who were formed in several 
parts of Europe, about the year 1540, and who-still 





its mystic rites, though not its former power and 
JEWISH FREEM 
Important Decision of the Grand Lodge of 


routine of business, the Karl of Zetland requested the 
serious attention of the Grand Lodge to a most im- 
portant subject, viz: the result of the correspondence 
which had taken place between the Grand Lodges of 
Eng!and and Prussia, on the subject of the refusal of 
the latter to admit Jewish Freemasons into Masonic 
meetings. The Grand Secretary then read the cor- 
In reply to a question from the Grand 
Lodge of England, whether a person professing the 
Jewish religion, and holding a certificate or diploma 
of the Grand Lodge of England, can be admitted to 
their assemblies in Prussia, during the time of work- 
ing their Masonic meeting, the Grand Lodge, Royal 


professing the Israelitish or Mahometan faith cannot, 
by the constitution of their country, be admitted to 
any of their Masonic meetings, not even to a subor- 
dinate one, who are bound by allegiance to their 
superior Masonic authorities strictly to enforce such 
exclusion; and should the Director of the Ceremonies, 
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>. whose duty compels him to ascertain the religion of 
? avisiting Brother prior to his admission, neglect to do 
> so, and an Israelite thereby gain admittance, on the 
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fact being ascertained, the Israelite would be ordered 
to withdraw, and should he refuse to do so, the mee- 
ting would be dissolved imstanter. After the reading 
of this reply, the Grand Master stated, that he con- 
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sidered, as Freemasonry was universal in its broth- 
erhood, and neither knew nor acknowledged any 
distinction of faith, that he should not be doing his 
duty if he did not withdraw the representative of the 
Grand Lodge Royal York in Berlin, whose princi- 
ples were at variance with true Freemasonry.— 

the Grand Lodge unanimously agreed, on 
the resolution of the Grand Master, ‘ To withdraw 
at once their representative from the Grand Lodge 
Royal York in Berlin, and that the representative of 
the latter to the Grand Lodge of England, viz: Bro- 
ther Chevalier Hebeler be acquainted, through the 
Grand Secretary, that he could no longer be ac- 
knowledged, or take his seat, in the Grand Lodge of 
England, as the representative from the Grand Lodge 
Royal York of, Friendship, in Berlin.’ Brother 
Faudel, the indefatigablé Masonic Jewish champion, 
and to whom all Israel is- under deep obligation for 
his noble conduct in this affair, suggested as a further 
holding forth of the olive branch of peace, whether 
it would not be advisable to forward another com- 
munication on the subject to the Grand Lodge of 
Prussia; but the Grand Master was of opinion, that 
such a course of proceeding would be derogatory to 
the dignity of the Grand Lodge of England, but that 
he would, however, embrace any opportunity which 
might occur to restore that fraternal union that had 
for so many years existed between the Lodges of 
England and Prussia. 

** Brother Faudel said, he would bow to his lord- 
ship’s superior judgment, and moved that a vote of 
thanks be passed to the Right Hon. the Earl of Zet- 
land, M. W.G. M., for the effective manner with 
which his lordship had carried out the measures con- 
sequent on this ‘unhappy affair, and addressed the 
Grand Master in terms of grateful acknowledgement 
for the courteous manner in which his lordship had 
replied to his communications during a lengthened 
period, as well as for the liberal principles avowed 
and eventually carried out by the noble Earl, which 
being seconded by Brother Dr. Crucefix, was carried 
unanimously. His lordship returned thanks. He 
was gratified to find, that in the discharge of an un- 
pleasant duty, his conduct had been duly appreciated 
by the Grand Lodge. 

“We understand there were several Israelitish 
Brethren present, among whom were Brothers S. M. 
Lazarus, and J. Abrahams, W. M. of the Lodge of 
Joppa, 223, but who did not take part in this inter- 
esting discussion, in consequence of the very efficient 
manner in which the subject had been from the first 
handled by Brother Faudel.”—Jewish Chroncle. 
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From the London Freemason’s Quarterly Review. 
THE FREEMASONS’ LEXICON. 


Hoehere Grade. High dearees. Ancient 
Freemasonry only ordained three degrees ; but in 
modern times more have been discovered, made, or 
become necessary, and those who are numbered from 
the fourth are called high degrees. The fourth degree 
is thé Scotch, which was originated in the year 1664. 
Many German Lodges work to the seventh degree ; 
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none, however, but very select brethren can receive 
them. The French, partly from these seven degrees 
and from other sources, have no less than thirty- 
three degrees, and it is not in the least difficult to 
obtain them. Until about the year 1740, the high 
degrees had not come out of France and England. } 
Soon after, and especially through the seven years’ 

; 





war, they were known in Germany; and since that 
time have been in use. Many Lodges which for- 
merly wrought in the high degrees have abandoned 
them, and substituted in their places degrees of know- 
ledge or further instructions for Master Masons, which 
may also be called Scientific Freemasonry. 

Horus or Horapollo.—An Egyptian philosopher 
of unknown antiquity, who wrote inthe Egyptian lan- 
guage a work with the title Hieroglyphica, in which 
was explained the sacred pictures which the Egypt- 
ians used to represent things. We have a Greek 
edition by T. C. van Pauw. Utrecht, 1727. We 
have also by Professor Wunsch, in Frankfort on the 
Oder, a work with the titlek—‘‘ Horus, or Astrognos 
tical or Final Judgment of the Revelation of St. 
John, and on the Prophecies of the Messias, as also 
on Jesus and his Disciples. With an Apperidix of 
Europen’s new Explanation of the Destination of 
Mankind by God, A Reading Book,’’ &c. Ebenezer ? 
(Leipsig,) 1783. 

Hospitalieur.—An office which is commonly 
given to a physician or a surgeon who is a member 
of the Lodge, having charge of the sick who are sup- 
ported by the Lodge. To support sick Brethren 
whose pecuniary means are not sufficient to enable 
them to procure proper medical attendance is a most 
important duty. 

Humanitaet. Humanity.—What it is and how 
variously it can be explained, is not necessary to be 
stated here. To the Freemason it must be a thing | 
of the heart. All Lodges must exercise it towards | 
each other, as also must every Brother, not merely 
in, but also out of the Lodge. 

V. Hund and Atten-Grotkau, Carl Gotthelf 
Freiherr, Roemish Kaiserl, wirklichem Gehei- 
meirath, Kammerherr, Ritter. Proprietor of 
many estates, §-c.—Born in 1722, in Oberlausitz, 
and died in Meinengen, 8th Nov., 1776, has made 
himself extraordinary conspicuous in the Order. In 
his twentieth year, on the 21st March, 1742, he was 
initiated into the Order &t Frankfort on the Main, 
and conducted through the first three degrees in a 
quarter of a year; from thence he went over Hol- 
land and England to Paris, there he received new 
degrees and also became a member of the Mops 
Orders. Here he became acquainted with Brethren 
who taught that Freemasonry was merely a continu- 
ation of the Order of Templars, in which only un- 
known chiefs were in possession of the greatest Ma- 
sonic secrets. It is true that in Paris he could not 
receive full light upon this subject, but in the mean 
time they continually endeavored to perfect him.— 
In September, 1743, he travelled over Brabant to ; 
the French army, with recommendations to some 
great chiefs (who, as they assured him, possessed the 
whole secrets, ) and here he was not only initiated into 
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the Knights Templars system as far as possible, but 

he was also empowered to extend the system into 

Germany. For this reason he was recommended to 
? the Brother von Marshall, in Naumburg, who was 
already instructed in it, and with whom he jointly 
endeavored to bring the new system into use. He 
called himself and his followers Freemasons of the 
Strict Observance (strict or rigorous Order,) and as 
the Bro. von Marshall before his death had recom- 
Mason, he obtained great renown. He granted Pa- 
Lodges, and in Lausitz and Saxony brought into mo- 
tion several Mops Orders,but could not introduce any 
of those things generally into Freemasonry. French 
officers who were taken prisoners during the seven 
years’ war also extended the Knights’ Templars sys- 
tem into Germany, and thus at the conclusion of the 
war the Freiherr von Hund was better enabled to 
extend the work he had commenced, At different 
times between 1764 and 1775, several Convents 
were held at Altenburg, Kohlo, Brunswick, dnd 
other places, at which he appeared in all the pomp 
of the Order, and with the titles Featas Carolus 
Eques ab Ense, Maaister Prov., made Knights, 
called Members, in Equites Socios and Armige- 
rous, and many Brethren and Lodges joined him. 
But he soon had opponents, and especially some who 
appeared in 1767, and called themselves Clericos 
ordinis templi, who maintained that they knew and 
understood more of Freemasonry than the Knights 
Templars did. He nevertheless would rather depend 
upon unknown chiefs, and would not acknowledge 
these new reformers, at whose head stood the chief 
court chaplain, Stark. Many of the Brethren of the 
Strict Observance became mistrustful and disconten- 
ted, and recommended their ancient Masonic labor. 
But as long as he lived, he continued by his agreea- 
ble conduct and great liberality to keep a few de- 
pendants. He never did any harm wilfully in Free- 
masonry, we may much rather say that he was fan- 
atically attached to it. Others who possessed less 
wealth than he did probably abused and deceived 
him. 

Huth, Hat.—The Hat is a symbol of equality 
in the law, and when every one is covered, is a to- 
ken of equality. An equality of opinions and actions, 
is especially signified when all the members remain 
covered. Yet no high officer of the state or very 
tich person thinks that he has shewn sufficient equali- 
ty when he allows a person of an inferior rank to 
approach him covered. He who giveth his hat in 
pledge for anything, pledges much. 

Jacob der Z wete —James II., king of Scotland, 
ied in France, 16th September, 1701, distinquished 
imself much in Freemasonry. At the death of his 
rother, Charles II., as the only remaining Stuart, 
ascended the English throne in 1685. He was 
ously attached to the Roman Catholic religion, 
d neglected the rights of the nation; the conse- 
uence of which was that the Protestants ‘of England 
alled on James’ son-in-law, William, Prince of 
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mended him to the Brethren as a good and expert ; 


tents and Warrants, rectified Brethren and whole ‘ 


’ would not Jesuitism also have been 
: must have held them tobe Freemasons? Or why in 
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Orange, for assistance. He landed with a body of 
troops, and James II. fledto France. Many Scotch- 
men afterwards followed him, and thus introdaced 
Freemasonry into France; but neither these Scotch- 
men nor Louis XIV., king of France, could re-es- 
tablish him nor his son up:.n the English throne. 
Jacobsleiter. Jacob’s ladder.—Either resting 
upon the floor-cloth or upon the Bible ; the com 
ses and the square should lead the thoughts of the 
brethren to heaven. If it has many staves or rounds, 


’ they represent as many moral and religious duties. 


If it has only three, they should represent Faith, 
Hope and Charity from the Bible ; with ‘these three 
encircle the whole earth, and order all thy actions 
by the square of truth, so shall the heavens be open- 
ed unto thee. 

Jahr Maurerisches. Masonic year.—Free- 
masons date their year according to the Mosaic 
chronology, or from the creation of the world, thus 


four thousand years more than the common calendar | 


shows. The Masonic year does not commence on 
the Ist January, but on the 24th June. Bu this way 
of reckoning 1s only usual in the writings of the 
Order. 

Ibis.—An Egyptian waterfowl of the stork species 
was on accouut of its usefulness in destroying snakes, 
frogs, lizards, &c.,worshipped by the ancient Egypt- 
ians as a god, and thus often appears in the ancient 
mysteries. The Egyptians also adopted the Ibis as 
a symbol of the greatest wisdom. 


Jesuiten. Jesuites.—Freemasonry has been said 
to be derived from the Jesuits. They were founded 
by Ignatz von Loyala, 1539. Pope Paul III. con- 
firmed them in their privileges, 1540. Pope Cle- 
ment XIV. abolished them in 1773; and Pope Pius 
VII. renewed them in 1814. The Jesuits adopted 
many masks from the commencement of their order 
up to the first abolishment ; and we may well admit 
that many of them may have used Freemasonry as a 
mark also. But that Freemasonry was ever con- 
cealed under the mask of Jesuitism, or that it derived 
its existence from that source, is proved by histo 
to be a falsehood. Just at the time that Jesuitism 
flourished most, Clement XII. and Benedict XTV. 


laid Freemasonry under the ban of excommunication.- 


Would the Jesuits not have labored against the pub- 
lishing of this ban if Freemasonry had been so nearly 
related to them when they could accomplish so much 
in every court? In the year 1733, the first Popish 
excommunication against Freemasonry was published ; 

and soon after, 1735, the Clementish system was 
known, in which there is said to be so much Jesuit- 
ism. Should Benedict XIV. not have known this in 
1751, when he published the second bull against 
Freemasonry? If he possessed this knowledge, 

lished, for he 


1775, when the Jesuits were abolished, was it not 
thought of to abolish the Freemasons if they were 

Jesuits? They remained undisturbed by 
the Pope, and m many Catholic states their lodges 
were not closed, but the cloisters and churches of the 
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ietlee' were. “Béaat bhount recited laaiied in the first 
letter in various Masonic and Jesuitical words can- 
not be taken as a proof that both institutions are the 
same. 

Illaminaten oder Erleuchtete. Illuminatti 
or Enlightened.—This order was founded by Adam 


Weishaupt in 1776, at that time professor of Can- } 


onical law in Ingolstadt: and the cultivation of pure 
morality among mankind waived dimly before him 
as his object. 
from Ingolstadt over Munchen and Gichstadt, prin- 
parts of Protestant Germany ; and, at the time of its 
bers, amongst whom were many men of acknow- 
ledged worth and distinguished talent. 
wards in the year 1785, when the Barvarian Gov- 


ernment apprehended and punished many of the | 
members without going through even the form ofa § 
legal process, abolished the order as dangerous to the ; 
; book, 2; Scottish, a; Illuminatus major, or Scottish 
pains and penalties: it was entirely extinguished.— ; 
In 1783 the storm of persecution had already risen ° 


State, and forbad it to be continued under severe 


»gainst it, and on the 24th June, 1784, appeared a 
Churfursterlich Bava 
cret societies. 


punished without trial. 


furst. At the same time they commenced without 


being able to prove grinsie instance of disobedience ° 


some of the most just or up- ; town, the following resolution was unanimously adop- ' 


to the law, to punii 


right members of the society. Weishaupt was de- 


prived of his profesorship, but found arefuge in Gotha » 
It was now for the first ; 


with the Herzog Ernst. 
time that Uschneider, Costandey, and Gruneberger, 
who had left the order and had long been the secret 
denunciatiors, were called before a secret commision 


in order to make known in writing all that they ; 
knew of the order, and to confirm their evidence ; 


with an oath. But before the oath was administered, 


Kreitmeir published a third Churfurstlichal interdic- : 
tion. Notwithstanding the pardon which was there- ; 
> By order of the M. W. Grand Lodge. 
wise worthy men were displaced, exiled, or impris- $ 


in promised, the persecution continued. Many other- 


oned. ‘The influence which the Illuminati were at 


that time said to have had upon the French Revolu- > 
tion has never been proved, and it is probable that it ; 
was all imaginary. Weishaupt himself, in speaking § 
of the objects of the order, says:—*‘‘ It should last- ; 


ingly unite men from all parts of the world, of all 
classes of society, and of every religion. It should 
sallow them pemfgct freedom of thought, notwithstand- 
ing their varioWS opinions, passions and prejudices. 
It should make them glow with the hope of possessing 
something of greater value—should make them feel, 
as though present at the greatest distance—as an 
equal, though in the most subordinate situation ; so 
that the many might act as if moved by one mind, by 
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* man were created.”’ 


This society expanded itself first ‘ 
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one desire, and by one inclination, and that too from 

sincere conviction of the justness and purity of their } 
action, and thus produce more moral good than com- } 
pulsion has ever been able to do since the world and ; 
According to this account, the ; 
objects he had in view in forming the society were } 
the promotion of wisdom and virtue, and the moral ; 
cultivation of mankind; and in order to obtain these > 
objects, and at the same time to provide security ° 
from outward oppression of every description. In { 


> this spirit Weishaupt devised the statutes for the mem- > 
cipally in Catholic districts, and afterwards in some } 
> he called Perfecti-bilisten. 
greatest bloom, counted above two thousand mem- ; 
¢ lowing parts or degrees :— 
But after- ; 


bers, whom before he fell upon the name Illuminati, : 
On the 3d May, 1776 » 
the order was consecrated. _It consisted of the fol- : 

Frst class. Plant school, a; preparatory maxims, > 
b: noviciate, c; minervalis, d; Illuminatus minor, e; } 


, consecration of a magistratus. 


Second class. Freemasonry, 1 ; Symbolical, a; ; 
ritual of an apprencice; craft and M, 5; constitution } 


novice, 5; Illuminatus dirigens, or Scottish knight. 
Third class. Mysteries, 1 ; lesser, a ; presbyter } 


> or priests’ degree, b;princeps or the regent’s degree, 
rian decree, abolishing all se- ; 
Although the Illuminati as well as > 
the Freemasons obeyed this decree, there still ap- ° 
peared private denunciations which the imprisoned in ; 
vain desired to be proved: they were denounced and + 
A ‘second interdiction fol- ; 
lewed on the 2d March, 1785, published by Park ° 


Frank and Herr Kreitmeir in the name of the Chur- munication of the Grand Lodge of Free and Accepted } 


II; me mysteries, a; — b. Rex. 
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GRAND “LODGE OF THE DIST RICT OF COLUMBIA. 


GRAND SEcRETARY’s OFFICE, | 
July 17th, A. L., 5846. 


At an adjourned meeting of the semi-annual com- ° 


Masons of the District of Columbia, held on the 6th 
instant, in the Hall of Potomac Lodge, No. 5, George- : 


ted, viz : 
tesolved, That A. A. MuLter, D. D., Grand 
Chaplain of this Grand Lodge, be expelled from all ; 
the rights and benefits of Free Masonry, for grossly » 
immoral and unmasonic conduct. 
A true copy from the minutes. 
pxo7059>9 In testimony whereof, I have here- : 
unto set my hand and affixed 
the seal of said Grand Lodge, 


this 7th day of July, A.D. 1846. 





H. C. WILLIAMS, G. Secretary. 


or aa 


From the National Press. 


AARON BURR. 


It is a fact well known to the contemporaries of 


> Burr, that his propensities to luxurious idleness and ; 
> distaste to exercise himself even where the greatest » 


interests of his clients were involved, was often a ; 
source of deep alarm to his colleagues. He never ; 
made out a brief himself ; he never sought for pre- ; 
cedents, and continually entered the courts to argue } 
causes ignorant of the case. This was peculiarly > 
manifested in the great and importayt suit brought ; 
by John J. Astor for the recovery of the Johnston 
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property, in which Aaron Burr is said to have made 
the most convincing speech and admirable argument 
ever uttered before a legal tribunal. The facts of 
’ this case are rather remarkable. Sir William John- 
’ ston possessed a large amount of property on the 
’ Mohawk river, in Schoharie county, and was desi- 


ror 


’ rous of adding to it a domain of one hundred thous- ; 
The British Government ; 


‘ and acres more land. 
‘ would not make a grant of more than one thousand 
‘ acres to any individual—and Sir William induced one 


‘ hundred of his tenants to purchase the land from the « 


Colonial Government, and to resign it to him imme- 
‘ diately after the grant was issued. On the revolution 
* breaking out, Sir William Johnston buried an iron 
. chest containing all his deeds, including these hun- 
. dred assignments. It was impossible to keep such 
* a transaction a secret; and the tenants after the fami- 
‘ly had fled from the mansion house, exhumed the 
. iron chest, and possessed themselves each of the as- 
signments he had made to Sir William. 
ston family had retired to Canada during the revélu- 
tion; Sir Johnson their representative in the yéar 
’ 1794, claimed the restitution of the lands in Scho- 
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The John- ” 


’ harie county, under the convention giving to indi- / 


° viduals their private property. 
contested, and in the lower courts, judgments were 
‘ given against him. In this stage of the case, John J. 
Astor bought Sir John’s claims to the property, and 


‘ employed Aaron Burr, Judges Spencer and Smith to % 


His claims were 


: carry*out the appeal to the court for the Correction / 


’ of Errors. The stake was of greater amount than 
; had ever been contested at that time, and the anxiety 
: of the plaintiff was proportionate to his risk. Messrs. 
Spencer and Smith urged Burr to make the cause 


; met their arguments, and Judge Spencer, making up 


° the effort, the former gentleman studied the case with / 


his study, but in vain ; some excuse or other always ; 


SNANRVUAAN 


2 
, 


; marble, the arms of the Montezuma family (an eagle. 
’ his mind that he and Smith must bear the weight of / 


¢ 


’ that laborious industry which has been the foundation * 


of his fame as a jurist and advocate. On the day the 
cer epened the proceedings, and cited cases from all 
’ the legal authorities of the period. Burr was sitting 
’ by his side, totally unprepared on entering the court. 
; As Spencer read the books he quoted, Burr took them 
> up, and on his colleague ceasing to speak, he com- 
‘ menced his address, in which he avoided all the ar- 
’ guments used by Mr. Spencer, and made that cele- 
} brated and convincing speech, which induced the 
court to decide against the other tribunals by a ma- 
; jority of seventeen to six. 
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Aaron Burr, in the choice of those he intended to 
‘ confide in, had the habit of selecting persons of only 
‘ sufficient talent to perform safely his wishes under his 
: direction, and who would feel flattered by the notice 
‘ he took of them, and be remunerated by the business 
he confided to them, for the extra labors he imposed 
upon them for himself. On one occasion he invited 
a gentleman who had been employed by him, to din- 
ner at his house in Read-street, where was found one 
of those luxurious repasts the old gentleman was 
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famed for giving. Burr appeared in the full dress, 


arguivent was heard before the Senate, Judge Spen- ° 


een PP PDP LD LL PPL LDL EL PPL POPP PPP 


, aarentngiy a made the whee tieton morni 


/ much more magriificent, fronting on the plaza 
/ mayor of the present city of Mexico. 


~~ 


— ~ 















PL PLP LLL PLL 








LEIP ILI ILL PAPA AALS at 


175 
of the last inns nt hie pan with the courtesy 
of the bred man of that period. About a month after 
this event, the same gentleman had another invitation 
to dinner from Burr, and on going to the house, he 
was received by his entertainer with all due form 
and ceremony ; but instead of the elegantly dressed ; 
individual of the former feast, he,found him in the ; 
meanest attire, with a worn out dressing gown, in- 
; 
g 
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stead of a coat. The dinner consisted of bread, but- 
ter and potatoes alone. This scene'had been ex- 


pressly planned by Burr, as the ma for the 











request of a loan of considerable amoufih, which was 
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THE HALLS OF THE MONTEZUMAS. 














Montezuma II. ascended the Mexican throne A. 
D. 1502, at the age of twenty-three, before Mexico 
had been discovered by Europeans. He died 20th 
June, 1520, in the 42d year of his age, of wounds 
inflicted by the Spanish discoverers, whom he had 
invited to his royal palace. Historians agree in ad- 
miring his character. 

On ascending the throne, not content with the 
spacious residence of his father, he erected anstae? § 




































































So vast was 
his great structure, that, as one of the historians in- : 
forms us, the space covered by its terraced roof, 
might have afforded ample room for thirty knights ; 
to run their courses in regular tournay. His father’s « 
palace, though not so high, was so extensive-that the 
visitors were too much fatigued in wandering through’ 
the apartments, even to see the whole of it. The 
palaces were built of red stone, ornamented’ with 
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bearing a tiger in its talons) being sculptured over 
the main entrance. Crystal fountains, fed by great 
reservoirs on the neighboring hills, placed in the 
vast halls and gardens, and supplied water to hun 
dreds of marble baths, in the interior of the palace. 
Crowds of nobles and tributary chieftans were con- 
tinually sauntering through the halls, or loitering 
away their hours in attendance on the court. | Rich 
carvings of wood adorned the ceilmgs, and beauti- 
ful mats of palm leaf covered the floor. The walls 
hung with cotton richly stained, the skins of wild 
animals, or gorgeous draperies of feather work, 
wrought in imitation of birds, insects and flowers, in 
glowing radiance of colors. Clouds of incense from 
golden censors, diffused intoxicating odors through 
splendid apartments, occupied by the nine hundred 
and eighty wives and five thousand slaves of Monte- ; 
zuma. ¢ 


He encouraged science and learningg@nd pub’ 
schools were established throughout ve t 
of hisempire. The city of Mexico in Wiis day,’ nug ¥ 
bered twice as many inhabitants as at’ pré pent, 
one thousand+men were daily employed f ering 
and. sweeping: its streets, keeping them ‘so clean, that 
a‘mancould traverse the whole city with as little’ 


danger of soiling his feet as his hands. A careful 
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police guarded the city. Extensive arsenals, gra- 
naries, warehouses, an aviary for the most beautiful 
birds, menageries, houses for reptiles and serpents, a 
collection of human monsters, fish ponds built of 
marble, and museums, and public libraries, all on 
the most extensive scale, added their attractions to 
the great city of the Aztecs. Georgeous temples— 
in which human victims were sacrificed, and 
their blood baked in bread, or their bodies dressed 
for food, to be devoured by the people at religious 
festivals+—reared their pyramidal altars far above the 
i edifices. ‘Thousands of their brother men 
were thus eacrificed annually. The temple of Max- 
tili, their war god, was so constructed, that its great 
war gong sounded to battle, roused the valley for 
three leagues around, and called three hundred thous- 
and armed Azecs to the immediate relief of the 
monarch. So vast was the collection of the birds of 
prey, in a building devoted to them, that five hund- 
red turkeys, the cheapest meat in Mexico, were al- 
lowed for their daily consumption. Such were the 
Montezumas !”? The summer residence of the mon- 
arch, on the hill of Chapoltepec, overlooking the 
city, was surrounded by gardens of several miles in 
extent, and here were preserved until the middle of 
the last century, two statues of the Emperor and his 
> father. The great cypress trees, under which the 
Aztec sovereign and his associates once held their 
moonlight revels, still shade the royal gardens. Some 
of them fifty feet in circumference, are several thous- 
years old, but are as green as in the days of 
, whose as'ies, or those of his ancestors, 
w sacred in the eyes of the native Mexicans, the 
‘of Chapoltepec. Natural decay and a wanning 
population, now mark the seat of power of the great 
Moniczuma. --F latadealor. 
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SUICIDES BY BRUTES. 


Ir is related in the travels of Monsieur Violet, the 
truth of which is avouched by Captain Marryatt, 
that he saw horses, that had been tyrannized over by 
other horses, and treated by the whole herd as out- 
casts, commit suicide. When tired of their Paria 
life they walk round and round some large tree, as 
if to ascertain the degree of hardness required, meas- 
ure the distance, and, darting with furious speed a- 
gainst it, fracture their skulls, and thus get rid of life 
and oppression both together. He says that squir- 
tels sometimes persecute one among their number 
s till he destroys himself. ‘‘One day, while we were 
watching this outcast of a’ squirrel, we detected a 

young one slowly creeping through the adjoining 
shrubs ; he had in his mouth a ripe fruit ; at every 
+: moment he would stop and look as if he were watch- 
'§ ing, just as if\pe feared detection. At last he arrived 
near the Pur?, or outcast, and deposited before him 
“hiPOffering to misery and old age. They were, 
however, perceived by the other squirrels, who 
sprang by dozens upon them. The young one, with 
two bounds, escaped; the other submitted to his fate. 
I rose; all the squirrels pose except the victim ; but 
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that time, contrary to his habits, he left the shrub, 
and slowly advanced to the bank of a river, and as- 
cended a tree. A minute afterwards we observed 
him at the very extremity of a branch projecting over 
the rapid waters, and we, heard his Plaintive shriek ; 
it was his farewell to life and misery. Boston 
Daily Journal. 
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MURDER AND ITS PUNISHMENT. 





THE executions of Howard, at Dover, and of Pot- 
ter at New Haven, have given more than usual pro- 
minence to the question of capital punishment. Both 
these men, on the eve of execution, made statements 
which show the necessity of the death penalty, and 
the declaration of Howard especially has caused quite 
a sensation among the opponents of this penalty. To 
escape the influence of it they deny the truth of the 
statement, and say that it was got up for effect, or at 
least that it was put into the mouth of Howard by 
some clerical attendant. Of all this they furnish no 
proof, and we must pronounce that a bad cause which 
seeks life by the annihilation of credible testimony. 
The extract below from the Bunker Hill Aurora, con- 
tains the statement alluded to, and some seasonable 
remarks: 


Andrew Howard, lately hung at Dover for the 
murder of Phoebe Hanson, in a fit of drunkenness, 
> says, he thought the punishment for murder was im- 
prisonment for life. Had he known that he should 
have been hung, if detected, he never would have 
committed the deed! This is anexpressive comment 
on the proposed abolition of capital punishment.-—- 
The man comnitted a deliberate murder; procured a 
bottle of rum to assist him ; did not think he should 
be found out; all under the belief that, if he was de- 
tected, he would not be hung, but only imprisoned ! 
Such a confession ought to weigh strongly on the 
side of humanity and in support of necessary laws. 
Here the murderer makes the distinct avowal that he 
should not have committed the crime, if he had 
known the punishment. of it was death. It is but 
recently that the question of abolishing the punish- 
ment of death was put to the people of New Hamp- 
shire, at the ballot box, and they negatived the pro- 
ore 
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1PLOMAS, AND APRONS, of the degrees of Master and Roy 
al Arch, bandsume articles may be had on application to this of. 
fice. 


we 


Master's Diplomas single - - ©=§ =§ = 808 
Arch do Largesize - - - - - @ 
Master's and R. A. Aprons, on Satin, trimmed with blue 
or red silk fringe - ° ° o » ° #3 00 
The same on extra shoe satin. - - 400 


Lodges or chapters, desiring any of the inte articles, for the bo- 
dy, will be furnished at a liberal discount. 

(7 Any order, enclosing cash, will be attended to, packed up in 
asafe manner, and forwarded by the Express, if desired. 
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